Sandrea "Sandy" Stearns
July 25, 1960 - September 12, 2013

Sandrea Lou ?Sandy? Stearns, age 53, of Knoxville passed away Thursday, September
12, 2013 at the Mercy Medical Center in Sioux City, Iowa. Sandrea was born in
Marshalltown, Iowa on July 25, 1960, the daughter of Norman and Lou (Ankrum) Pavlik.
Sandrea?s family moved to Jefferson, Iowa when she was very young. She was raised in
Jefferson and she graduated from Jefferson High School. Sandy excelled in education and
was a student of health care all her life. She began her post education attending and
graduating from Grandview College with her Bachelor of Nursing degree in 1983. In 1990
she received her Masters of Science in Nursing degree from Drake University. She
completed a one year fellowship in geriatrics at the University of Iowa in 1991. In 2000,
she received her Family Nurse Practitioner Post Masters Certificate from Clarkson
College. In 2011, she earned her Mental Health Nurse Practitioner Post Masters
Certificate from the University of St. Louis. Sandy was also planning to pursue a doctorate
in nursing. In June of 1983, Sandy began working at the VA Central Iowa Health Care
System in Knoxville, where she continued to work for over 30 years. On September 1,
1990, Sandrea and William Lee ?Bill? Stearns were united in marriage at the Botanical
Center in Des Moines. Sandy and Bill have shared 23 years of marriage and were blessed
with three children: Samantha, Joseph, and Jacob. Sandy was active in many
organizations. She was a member of the Sigma Theta Tau Nursing Honor Society since
2002, the American Nursing Association, and MENSA. She was also very athletic as well
as talented in singing and theatre. She played recreational volleyball, and enjoyed tennis,
softball and swimming. Sandy liked to take walks and was an avid animal lover. She was a
member of the Knoxville Community Chorus and had been involved with the Community
Theatre. Sandy enjoyed and was an active member of the Celebrate Community Church.
Sandy is survived by her husband, Bill Stearns; their children, Samantha, Joseph, and
Jacob Stearns, all of Knoxville; her mother, Lou Cory-Myers of Jefferson, Iowa; her
siblings, Scott Pavlik of Ellington, MO, Shari (Kevin) Scott of Chesapeake, VA, Shawn
(Laura) Pavlik of Ankeny, IA, and James (Katie) Cory of Wheeling, IL. Sandy is preceded
in death by her father Norman Lee Pavlik. Sandy?s wishes were to be cremated. A family
gathering will be held from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 17, 2013, at the
Celebrate Community Church in Knoxville. Memorial services will be held at 2:00 p.m.,

Wednesday, September 18th also at the Celebrate Community Church, with Pastor
Andrew Schmidt officiating. A private family committal service will be held at a later date. A
memorial has been established to Celebrate Community Church. Condolences may be
sent to www.winfieldfh.com. The Winfield Funeral Home of Knoxville is assisting Sandy?s
family with services.

Comments

“

So sad to hear the news of Sandy's death. Am also so thankful that her path crossed
mine in life as she was an inspiration for me in her continuing quest to do more and
learn more, and be fun and whimsical as well.
Reminding myself that there is a a time to weep as well as a time to laugh, a time to
mourn and a time to dance.

Marie M - September 30, 2013 at 09:55 PM

“

Bill,
You and your family are in my thoughts and prayers. I remember when you were
married and when the twins were born. Sandy was always very helpful and cared so
much about our veterans.
She will be missed by many.

Carol Van Aernam - September 19, 2013 at 10:09 AM

“

Dear Bill,
Barbara and I offer our sincerest condolences to you and your family for the loss of
Sandy. We offer our prayers for comfort in this difficult time.
Kevin

Kevin Krumvieda - September 19, 2013 at 12:57 AM

“

Bill and family I am so sorry for your loss. I pray for your comfort and strength during
this most difficult time. I completed my mental health rotation with Sandy for my BSN,
I remember your beautiful wedding picture sitting on her desk. Sandy was also my
mothers nurse manager and she remembers when the twins were born. Again I pray
for your comfort and healing.

Karen Haworth - September 18, 2013 at 12:26 PM

“

We are so sorry for your unimaginable loss. Your family is in our thoughts and
prayers. We thought the world of Sandy. May you find peace in your memories and
the love of God, your family, and friends.

Dick & Vickie Reed and Family - September 18, 2013 at 12:25 PM

“

Dear Stearns family,
Thank you for the gift of Sandy, and please accept my condolences on the loss of
this wonderful person. She was a real life-saver.

Richard Rye - September 18, 2013 at 10:14 AM

“

We are so sorry for your loss and our prayers are
with you.

Tom, Janet, & Chase Kleopfer - September 18, 2013 at 09:53 AM

“

We're so sorry for your loss. I absolutely enjoyed meeting and working with your
family during the boy's senior picture sessions last year. Our hearts are with you;
praying for peace and comfort as we will all miss Sandy.

Robyn & Wes King, Studio 92 Photography - September 17, 2013 at 10:00 PM

“

Dear Bill, Sam, Jake, and Joe; I am so sorry to hear of your loss. I am praying for you
all and thinking of all the good memories I have of Sandy at Church, the VA and
Oklahoma! with KACT. May God hold you all in his arms as you grieve your loss.
Sandy will be missed. She touched so many lives in such a positive way.

Donna Maas - September 17, 2013 at 07:21 PM

“

Dr Stearns and family,
Sincere condolences to you, I am sure Sandy is reaping her reward. My thoughts are
with you.

Steven King - September 17, 2013 at 05:49 PM

“

Sam,
My sincere sympathy to you and your family.

Sue Sprong - September 17, 2013 at 03:22 PM

“

Your family is in our thoughts and prayers. Praying for God's peace, comfort and
strength for your entire family and the days ahead.
I remember Sandy being such an encouragement the day I gave my testimony on
Easter Sunday a few years back. Her positivity and words helped give me peace
before going on stage that morning.

Ryan and Natalie Leisure - September 17, 2013 at 12:08 PM

“

I am deeply saddened at Sandy's loss. She was a great help to me at the VA for
many years, as well as a fellow KHS fan. She will be missed. Prayers to Bill and the
rest of her family and friends.

Donald French - September 16, 2013 at 08:12 PM

“

Bill and family. I am so sorry for your loss. Sandy was my first Nurse manager at the
VA, many years ago. I had a long talk with her at the past Panther relays and she
truly loved watching her children in their activities, and also encouraged others. My
thoughts and prayers are with you and your family.
Karmen and Nathan Winters.

Karmen WInters - September 16, 2013 at 07:52 PM

“

Our deepest condolences, to the family of Sandy Stearns, in your loss.. Our prayers
& thoughts are with you.. We, had seen Sandy, at V. A. for quite, an number of
years.. Blessings, always to each of you.. she will be missed, by all, whom, knew
her..

Ronald & J. De Wilbur - September 16, 2013 at 07:28 PM

“

We will pray for peace to bring you comfort, courage to face the days ahead and
loving memories to forever hold in your hearts. Please accept our sympathies for
your loss?our thoughts are with you and your family during this difficult time.

Paul, Stacy & Sydney Reese - September 16, 2013 at 05:27 PM

“

Dear Stearns Family,
Our thoughts and prayers are with each of you. Our son, Matthew Formanek plays
football at Wartburg with Joe. He was very concerned for Joe and all of you.
My Sister, Mary Keefer had the honor of teaching you, Joe and your siblings. She
said such nice things about you and your gifted abilities in Math, academics,
athletics, and the fine arts. Matthew just knew his Aunt Mary would know all of you.
Joe, your Wartburg football family is thinking of you. They are pulling for you and will
be a wonderful support when you return back to your football family. I'm very sure
your mom is so proud of you and will always be near with her forever love.
Our prayers are with each of you.
Sincerely,
The Formanek Family of West Des Moines
Matthew~ Teri and Lori

Lori Formanek - September 16, 2013 at 05:06 PM

“

Bill & Family,
We are sorry for your loss. Know that you are in our prayers now and in the future.
God will provide you the strength you need.

Jim & Lisa Buzzard - September 16, 2013 at 03:23 PM

“

Bill & family: We are so sorry for your loss. We fondly remember your wedding at the
Botanical Center. The first time I saw Sandy, she had colored her hair a bright red for
a role in a play. Throughout her career at the VA, at church, and in the community
our paths have crossed. I'm so glad our nurse practitioner group recognized her
career with the Eagle Award in 2012. We will miss her. May God be with you.

Vickie and Ron Arkema - September 16, 2013 at 02:39 PM

“

Bill, Sam, Joe and Jake - Our thoughts and prayers are with you all at this most
difficult time. Darbie, Katie and Joey Utterback

Darbie Utterback - September 16, 2013 at 11:46 AM

“

I was so sorry to hear about your loss. You are in my prayers.
Deepest Sympathy,
Lucinda Ammons

Lucinda Ammon - September 16, 2013 at 10:15 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with you and the children,Bill. I fondly remember when
you two met and began dating. Sandy loved you and the children so much.

Paula Boehlje - September 16, 2013 at 10:13 AM

“

Dear Bill and family, I am so sorry for your great loss. I pray that God, family and
friends will help you through this difficult time. My thoughts will be with you.

Suzanne Anderson - September 16, 2013 at 10:12 AM

“

Dear Bill & Family. I am so sorry for your loss. Sending prayers that you find peace
and love. Sandy will surely be missed.

David Williams - September 16, 2013 at 09:18 AM

“

Dear Dr. Stern,
I am very sorry for your loss!
May God give you strength in this difficult time. Please know that you and your family
are in my prayers.
latin: "deficit omne quod nasciture."
Everything that is born passes away (Quintillan)

Jasmina Salcinovic-Spahic, PA-C - September 16, 2013 at 08:16 AM

“

My heart goes out to you as you pause to remember the life, accomplishments, and
love Sandy shared with you. I have fond memories of seeing her each day at
daycare when she picked up the kids, as well as recently when Jake and Joe were in
the high school musicals. She was a wonderful person, and she will truly be missed.
May God send you comfort and peace of mind in the days, weeks, and months
ahead. My thoughts and prayers are with you at this time.

Brian Kingrey - September 15, 2013 at 11:42 PM

“

What a truly amazing person. Our thoughts, prayers, and love are with you all during
this difficult and trying time. Hopefully the pain will go quickly, the healing takes time
but, the memories already made to last forever.

John, Dawn Ashley & Amanda Flattery - September 15, 2013 at 09:07 PM

“

I can't imagine the sadness you all must be feeling. May the love of the those around
you help you through the days and weeks ahead. My thoughts and prayers are with
all of you.

Jeanne McCombs - September 15, 2013 at 08:24 PM

“

Bill and family you are all in my prayers. Sandy was a wonderful person who was
truly a gift to the planet while she was here. My heart goes out to all of you.

Amanda Johnson - September 15, 2013 at 07:24 PM

“

our thoughts are with you and your family as you go through this difficult time.with all
our compassion Brian and Shelly

Brian & Shelly Braley - September 15, 2013 at 06:26 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. Jeff and I have fond memories at all the sporting events of the
kids. She will be missed. God bless

Jeff and Linda Carter - September 15, 2013 at 06:24 PM

“

My condolences to the Stearns family. May you find comfort from God's word record
at Ecclesiastes 9:5&10 regarding the loss of your loved one. It shows how she is in
no pain, she is like in a deep sleep, hoping to be in God's memory, so that she can
be brought back to life soon. I hope these facts bring you and your family some
comfort during the difficult days ahead.

Mary Miller - September 15, 2013 at 05:31 PM

“

Bill, My thoughts and prayers are with you and your family during this difficult time.
Mary Taylor

Mary Taylor - September 15, 2013 at 04:30 PM

“

Praying for you and your family at this time. May the Lord bless you with strength and
comfort.

Cindy Jergens - September 15, 2013 at 02:36 PM

“

Bill and family, my sympathy to you. My prayers are for comfort and strength. I have
many happy memories of working with Sandy. She is remembered fondly. May God
keep you in the comfort of His loving arms.

Ellen Mathes - September 15, 2013 at 12:59 PM

“

May you be comforted by God's mercy and grace.

Pam Dennison - September 15, 2013 at 12:21 PM

“

Dear Bill and family,
Thinking of and praying heartily for you during this time of loss. I will be with you in
spirit at the ceremony and in the time to come.

Michaeleen Muhovich - September 15, 2013 at 12:04 PM

“

Thoughts and prayers go out to your family. May you find comfort and peace during
this difficult time.

Fran Mendenhall - September 15, 2013 at 11:07 AM

“

You are all in our thoughts and prayers, may you find peace in this hardest of times.

Pam & Jason Gramlich - September 15, 2013 at 09:57 AM

“

Many thoughts and prayers to all of you during this most difficult time and in the days
to come. May you all find peace thorugh your memories and each other.

Liz Adrian, Kathy, Jenny, Carrie & Vickie - September 14, 2013 at 11:09 PM

“

May God bless your beautiful family with strength,understanding and guidance
during this most pa
inful loss. You are in my thoughts and prayers.

Janine Lenger-Gvist - September 14, 2013 at 09:03 PM

“

Your family is in our prayers. We pray for Gods blessings and strength to guide you
in this difficult time. She was a wonderful person. May your good memories help to
ease some of your pain.

Jan & Connie Szlachetka - September 14, 2013 at 08:46 PM

“

Your family is in our prayers during this most difficult time! May you feel God peace.

Kerry & Angie Vos - September 14, 2013 at 08:43 PM

“

I am so very sorry for your family's great loss. I pray from comfort and healing for
your whole family.

Linda Angove - September 14, 2013 at 07:34 PM

“

Please know that we are in prayer for your entire family, now and in the weeks to
come.

Jerri & Al Uitermarkt - September 14, 2013 at 06:28 PM

