
Ruth Georgia (Palmer) Schwanebeck
November 4, 1931 - May 12, 2017

Ruth Georgia (Palmer) Schwanebeck age 85 of Knoxville, passed away Friday evening,
May 12, 2017 at the West Ridge Specialty Care of Knoxville.

 

Funeral services for Ruth will be held Saturday, May 20th, 2017 at 10:30 a.m. at the Trinity
Lutheran Church of Knoxville with Pastor Joel Picard officiating. Private family internment
will be held on a later date.

 

Visitation for Ruth will be held from 2 to 7:00 p.m. Friday May 19th, also at the Trinity
Lutheran Church. Ruth's family will be present from 5 to 7:00 p.m. on Friday evening.

 

Ruth was born November 4, 1931 in rural Perry, Iowa the daughter of Wayne and Edith
(Workman) Palmer. Ruth attended Perry Country School, that was across the road from
the family farm where she was raised. Ruth lived at the family farm until her senior high
school year when she moved into an apartment with friends so she could graduate from
Perry High School, Class of 1949.

 

In 1948, at the Perry Theatre, Ruth met Carl Fredrick Schwanebeck. Carl and Ruth were
married two years later, on September 10, 1950. They lived in Perry and had three boys,
Curt, Cris, and Cort.

 

The Schwanebeck family left Perry in 1957 and moved to Anamosa, Iowa. In 1960 Ruth,
Carl and family moved to Knoxville to manage the Grand and Marion Theatres, and
Frontier Drive-In Theatre. One of the first major tasks for Ruth and Carl was to relocate
the drive-in theatre that was west of town to north of town because of the Red Rock Dam
Project. As if Ruth wasn’t busy enough helping Carl with the two theatres two daughters
were added to the Schwanebeck household, Caprice and Colette. Ruth was a wonderful
homemaker and for 25 years she worked as a bank teller at Iowa State Savings Bank in
Knoxville. Ruth was also a devoted volunteer with her sorority Beta Sigma Phi, Iowa
Kappa Master, and enjoyed being a member of the Knoxville Federated Garden Club.

 



Ruth is survived by her three sons, Curt Schwanebeck and wife Karen of Knoxville, Cris
Schwanebeck and wife Patty of Knoxville, Cort Schwanebeck and Jim Wickesberg of St.
Helena, California; two daughters Caprice Daugherty and Dan Losada of Knoxville and
Colette McRoberts of Knoxville; 14 grandchildren, Jeremy and wife Misha Schwanebeck,
Jennifer and Jason Klootwyk, the late Joseph and wife Allison Schwanebeck, Sarah and
husband Andy Neary, Kathleen Schwanebeck, Elizabeth Schwanebeck, Aubrey
Schwanebeck, Cris Patrick Schwanebeck, Madisen and husband Tony Schroeder,
Chambray and husband Josh Burk, Ashton Daugherty, Connor McRoberts, Delaney
McRoberts, and Hallie McRoberts; and seven great grandchildren, Kerigan and Clay
Schwanebeck, Jacob, Jared, Justin, Jaden Klootwyk and Rowan Neary. Ruth is also
survived by her brother John Palmer of Perry, Iowa.

 

Ruth was preceded in death by her husband of 62 years Carl Schwanebeck; her
grandson, Joseph; her son-in-law Kevin Daugherty; her parents Wayne and Edith Palmer;
and two sisters, Hazel Palmer and Betty Pierce.

 A memorial in Ruth's memory has been established to the HCI Hospice Care Service and
Quality Home Health Care both of Knoxville. 

 

WINFIELD FUNERAL HOME ~ KNOXVILLE, IOWA
 Leroy Winfield, Funeral Director 641-842-5126 www.winfieldfh.com 

 



Events

MAY 
 19

Visitation 02:00PM - 07:00PM

Trinity Lutheran Church
 West Pleasant St., Knoxville, IA, US

  
 

MAY 
 20

Service 10:30AM

Trinity Lutheran Church
 West Pleasant St., Knoxville, IA, US

  
 



Comments

Curt & Family, Our sympathy is with you in the passing of your mother. Our thoughts
and prayers are with you all. We all have fond memories of your mom and dad
managing the theater and drive -inn. They were a great team and now once again
reunited. 

 Mary & Robert Pinegar

 
Mary & Robert Pinegar - May 20, 2017 at 10:05 AM

Caprice 
 My thoughts and Prayers are with you and your family. 

 Hugs, 
 Lisa @ Hyvee Owatonna

 
Lisa - May 17, 2017 at 06:14 AM

Tom And Anna Smith lit a candle in memory of Ruth Georgia (Palmer) Schwanebeck

 
Tom and Anna Smith - May 16, 2017 at 09:21 PM

“

“

“



Stacy Cunningham lit a candle in memory of Ruth Georgia (Palmer) Schwanebeck

 
Stacy Cunningham - May 16, 2017 at 08:19 PM

Nancy Stanton lit a candle in memory of Ruth Georgia (Palmer) Schwanebeck

 
Nancy Stanton - May 16, 2017 at 05:57 PM

Ruth was a wonderful mother and grandmother and the most beautiful woman inside
and out! She was a good Christian woman and was always kind to everyone she
met. She will be greatly missed!! RIP Ruth!!

 
Jona Roberts - May 16, 2017 at 04:45 PM

“

“

“



I will never forget when I was a kid, my grandma and grandpa knew the
Schwanebeck's and Mrs. Schwanebeck was had a newborn in the store with her at
one time and grandma stopped to talk with her for a bit and she asked what did they
name the baby and she said Caprice. I piped up and said "but that's the name of a
car." she very graciously said and the name of our baby girl. 

 I am so sorry for your loss. our prayers and deepest condolences. Bruce and Treasa
Coxe

 
Treasa Coxe - May 16, 2017 at 03:50 PM

thoughts and prayers to all the family...
 
joyce Goff - May 16, 2017 at 02:03 PM

Stephanie Nossaman lit a candle in memory of Ruth Georgia (Palmer) Schwanebeck

 
Stephanie Nossaman - May 15, 2017 at 06:06 PM

Mary Taylor lit a candle in memory of Ruth Georgia (Palmer) Schwanebeck

 
Mary Taylor - May 15, 2017 at 02:39 PM

“

“

“

“



Marilyn McMillen lit a candle in memory of Ruth Georgia (Palmer) Schwanebeck

 
Marilyn McMillen - May 15, 2017 at 01:01 PM

Prayers for Ruth's family. Thinking of you at this sad time. Kelly & Marilyn McMillen

Marilyn McMillen - May 15, 2017 at 01:02 PM

Sorry for your loss. You are in our thoughts and prayers. The Baileys.
 
jeff, peggy bailet - May 15, 2017 at 12:41 PM

Curt and Family we are very sorry for your loss. Bev and I will have a good thought
for you and yours. 

  
Daryl and Bev Bailey

 
Daryl Bailey - May 15, 2017 at 11:49 AM

Kayla Davis lit a candle in memory of Ruth Georgia (Palmer) Schwanebeck

 
Kayla Davis - May 15, 2017 at 10:59 AM

“

“

“

“

“



Rodney And Sharon Dykstra lit a candle in memory of Ruth Georgia (Palmer)
Schwanebeck

 
Rodney and Sharon Dykstra - May 15, 2017 at 10:45 AM

So sorry to hear of your loss 
 Our prayers and thoughts are with you. Love to all of you

 
Judy brouillard - May 15, 2017 at 10:42 AM

So sorry for your loss but she is Heaven's gain. She was a special lady, a wonderful
mother (who, by the way, let me have the joy of caring for her three boys - think of
you three often) and s wonderful friend to me and my mother  Love you all Karen
Carpenter Archer

 
Karen Archer - May 15, 2017 at 10:14 AM

Schwanebeck Family, I'm so very sorry sorry to hear about Ruth's passing. She
came to mind just the other day. I have fond memories of her from Colette's birthday
parties and from the bank. Praying for all of you during this difficult time. 

  
Sincerely, 

  
Kim Jolly

 
Kim Jolly - May 15, 2017 at 10:06 AM

“

“

“

“



Alonna Gass lit a candle in memory of Ruth Georgia (Palmer) Schwanebeck

 
Alonna Gass - May 15, 2017 at 08:41 AM

“


