
Marilyn Joan Capitani
October 31, 1933 - August 16, 2017

Marilyn Joan Capitani, age 83, of Knoxville, Iowa passed away Wednesday, August 16,
2017 at Mercy Medical Center in Des Moines, Iowa. 

 Visitation for Marilyn will be held from 5:00 P.M., until 7:00 P.M. Sunday, August 20th,
2017 at the Winfield Funeral Home with Marilyn’s family present. Marilyn’s wishes were to
be cremated, a Memorial Service for Marilyn will be held at 10:00 A.M., Monday, August
21th, 2017 at the Trinity Lutheran Church in Knoxville with Rev. Joel Picard officiating. A
private family burial will be held at Graceland Cemetery prior to the service. 

 Marilyn was born in Ackley, Iowa, on October 31, 1933 the daughter of Truman and Clara
Gabby. Marilyn lived in Cedar Falls throughout her early years. Marilyn graduated from the
Campus School in Cedar Falls, Class of 1951. 

 After high school Marilyn obtained her associates in teaching from Iowa Teachers College,
known now as the University of Northern Iowa. Marilyn continued her teaching degree
receiving a Bachelor of Arts degree and graduating with honors from William Penn.

 After college Marilyn married her college sweetheart, Ralph Capitani on June 16, 1956 in
Baumholder, Germany. They began their marriage in Germany and later moved to
Knoxville in 1961, to this union they were blessed with three sons; Steven, David, and
John. Marilyn and Ralph had shared over 60 loving years of marriage together before his
passing on February 27, 2017.

 Marilyn began working for the Knoxville School System, teaching Chapter 1 Reading for
several years and then first grade. Marilyn had a great passion for teaching and a love for
children. Marilyn taught for over 30 years before retiring in 1994.

 Marilyn was an active member of the Trinity Lutheran Church where she taught Bible
School, was a member of the choir and Bible Study Groups. She was also active with the
Mentor Study Club and Marion County Retired School Personnel Association. 

 Marilyn loved to read, completing crossword puzzles, playing bridge, and spending time
with her family and friends. She especially enjoyed the time she spent with her
grandchildren and attending their activities. She was always very proud of them. 

 Those left to cherish Marilyn’s memories are her three sons, Steve Capitani of Knoxville,
David (Trudy) Capitani of Northwood, Iowa, and John Capitani of Knoxville; three
grandchildren, Spencer, Chandler and Livie Capitani; two brothers, Frank (Nancy) Gabby



of Blair, IL and Bruce (Jan) Gabby of Greer, AZ; and many cousins, nieces, relatives and
friends. Marilyn is preceded in death by her parents, Truman Albert and Clara Sophia
Gabby; and her husband, Ralph Capitani.

 In lieu of flowers, the following memorials have been established in Marilyn’s name; Trinity
Lutheran Church of Knoxville or Knoxville Panther’s Scholarship Foundation. The Winfield
Funeral Home of Knoxville is assisting Marilyn’s family with services.



Events

AUG 
 20

Visitation 05:00PM - 07:00PM

Winfield Funeral Home
 202 Washington, Knoxville, IA, US, 50138

  
 

AUG 
 21

CELBRATION OF LIFE 10:00AM

Trinity Lutheran Church
 West Pleasant St., Knoxville, IA, US

  
 



Comments

Linda(Sage) Carter lit a candle in memory of Marilyn Joan Capitani

 
Linda(Sage) Carter - August 21, 2017 at 06:32 AM

Mr. C's Restaurant lit a candle in memory of Marilyn Joan Capitani

 
Mr. C's Restaurant - August 21, 2017 at 06:32 AM

Marilyn was the kindest and generous person. She never really 'retired'. She took
care of many, driving them to appointments,etc. Judy, Julia,Carolyn and many others
benefited from her caring. What a model for an great Teacher! Well done good and
faithful Servant, Marilyn

 
Park & Dr. Susan Woodle - August 20, 2017 at 04:41 PM

“

“

“



Coffie Cowman lit a candle in memory of Marilyn Joan Capitani

 
Coffie Cowman - August 19, 2017 at 06:20 PM

Tom And Anna Smith lit a candle in memory of Marilyn Joan Capitani

 
Tom and Anna Smith - August 18, 2017 at 06:03 PM

Marilyn always had a smile , she spoke only kind words . She was truly an amazing
women , wife , mother , and a even more amazing grandmother. 

 I will miss her more then words can express.

 
Wanda Love - August 18, 2017 at 04:22 PM

“

“

“



Cleaned for Marilyn and Jo Furhoff before I moved to Florida. They were both very
sweet. They came down for the races and visited me in the Target tent. So sorry they
are all gone now.

 
Cindy Courtney - August 18, 2017 at 12:08 PM

Kayla Davis lit a candle in memory of Marilyn Joan Capitani

 
Kayla Davis - August 18, 2017 at 10:46 AM

What a wonderful woman, mentor and neighbor. She let me student teach in her
classroom and she was such a great teacher. Marilyn was kind to everyone and will
be so missed. Thoughts and prayers to the family.

 
Jodi Pospeschil - August 18, 2017 at 07:19 AM

“

“

“



We learned of Marilyn's death a moment ago. We are shocked. We enjoyed a nice
visit with Ralph and Marilyn shortly before Ralph's death, and Marilyn was as friendly
and nice and healthy as ever. We will remember her as a great neighbor and a
valued friend. All who were lucky enough to know Marilyn throughout her life
appreciated her for the truly nice and classy lady she was. We will miss her. Steve,
Dave and John, we have many fond memories of you, none having to do with
anything of a remotely ornery nature. Know that you and your families have our love
and sympathy. You have suffered great loss. 

 Love, 
 Nancy and Greg Stults

 
Nancy and Greg Stults - August 17, 2017 at 09:55 PM

Mrs Capitani was one of my first teachers and one of the best. She had a way of
making you feel confident and loved. She will forever be remembered by everyone
including her students!

 
Christine - August 17, 2017 at 09:52 PM

Prayers for the Capitani family. Marilyn was a beautiful woman with a beautiful soul!!

 
Jona Roberts - August 17, 2017 at 09:47 PM

“

“

“


