Charlene Kirkwood
March 20, 1928 - September 27, 2013

Charlene Kirkwood, age 85, of O?Fallon Missouri and formerly of Knoxville, passed away
Friday, September 27, 2013, at the Progress West Hospital of O?Fallon, Missouri.
Charlene was born at home on the family farm in rural Avery, Iowa, on March 20, 1928,
the daughter of James Carl and Beulah Edna (Mohler) Johnston. Charlene was raised
around the Albia area. She attended church and school in Albia and was a graduate of the
Albia High School, class of 1944. On March 25, 1949, Charlene and Clyde D. Kirkwood
were united in marriage. They shared 53 years of marriage together and were blessed
with two children: James ?J.C.? and Rochelle. Clyde died on April 1, 2002. Charlene was
active all her life with work, clubs, volunteer organizations, and special hobbies. She
worked for four years with the Veterans Administration in Knoxville as a secretary before
going to the Knoxville School District, where she worked for 30 years in the business
office and as the school board secretary. Charlene enjoyed volunteering her time and
skills. She volunteered time in the First United Methodist Church Office, of which she was
a member, she helped in the Almost Free Shop, for 18 years she was a head counselor
with the Methodist Youth Fellowship, she was a member and past president of the United
Methodist Women, and she was a volunteer with the Knoxville Area Hospital Gift Shop.
Charlene was also a member of many organizations; the Retired School Employees, Red
Hatters, Beta Sigma Phi since 1961, Naomi?s Circle, Chancel Choir for 50 years, Bell
Choir for six years, and a past member of the Iowa Lakes Association Coast Guard.
Charlene?s special enjoyments were spending time with her family, her children?s friends,
and some very special close friends. She also enjoyed reading, music, drum corps,
gardening, boating, and the outdoors. Charlene is survived by her children, James ?J.C.?
and Chris Kirkwood of St. Peters, MO, and Rochelle Andre of Cool Valley, MO, her sisterin-law, Frances Kirkwood of Knoxville, and many nieces and nephews. She was preceded
in death by her parents, James and Beulah Johnston, husband, Clyde Kirkwood, son-inlaw, Neil Andre, one brother, Robert Johnston, and one sister, Alice Jane Linville.
Visitation for Charlene will be held from 9:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m., Wednesday, October 2,
2013, at the First United Methodist Church in Knoxville, with Charlene?s family present. A
celebration of life service will be held at 11:00 a.m., also Wednesday, October 2nd, at the
First United Methodist Church, with Pastor Brent Hanna officiating. Burial will follow

services at Graceland Cemetery of Knoxville. In lieu of flowers a memorial has been
established to the Society for the Blind, First United Methodist Church, or the donor?s
choice. Condolences may be sent to http://www.winfieldfh.com. The Winfield Funeral Hom
e of Knoxville is assisting Charlene?s family with services.

Comments

“

JC...I was saddened to hear about your mother. She was a tremendous person...one
who would help anyone in need with a passionate smile. She will live on in you.
Prayers are with you and your family.

Ken Howard Jr - October 04, 2013 at 04:49 PM

“

Our sympathy to you J.C. and all the family. Your mom was a wonderful lady. As
secretary for Knoxville School District, I remember talking with her if I ever had a
question about anything. She was very helpful and always made you feel welcome,
providing you with the information you needed, but not without personally asking how
you were. So hard to lose your mom; can attest to that. Just want you to know we are
thinking of you.

Mary Keefer - October 02, 2013 at 10:40 PM

“

I am saddened to hear of Charlene's passing. Clyde and Charlene were my next
door neighbors on Harlan street until they moved. Our family has great memories of
them. They had a beautiful home, yard and pool. They would invite us up to swim
quite often. They were great people. My thoughts and prayers are with the family.

Susan Garrison Kendrick - October 01, 2013 at 11:36 AM

“

J.C. so sorry to hear about your mom's passing. It's never easy losing our moms no
matter what age we are. You are in my thoughts and prayers.
Tami Edwards Montgomery

Tami Edwards Montgomery - October 01, 2013 at 09:32 AM

