Beulah Caulkins Laughlin
July 30, 1922 - March 8, 2019

Beulah Laughlin, one of 14 children, was born on July 30, 1922 on the family farm east of
Swan, Iowa, the daughter of Wilby Franklin Cowman and Nettie Elizabeth (Sanders)
Cowman. She moved to Knoxville and worked in various restaurants until she opened her
own cafe, Beulah’s Cafe, in 1954. She was known for her homemade food and pies.
Beulah and her first husband, Harold, raised three daughters on their farm south of
Knoxville. They worked together on the farm, milking cows, and raising other animals.
After Harold passed away in 1976, she met and married Carl “Lucky” Laughlin in 1981.
Together Beulah and Lucky ran the cafe for many years, all while tending their garden,
playing bingo and traveling. They retired from the cafe in 1992.
Beulah was baptized at the First Christian Church in Knoxville on April 19, 1977.
Beulah passed away on March 8, 2019, at the Westridge Nursing Home in Knoxville. She
was preceded in death by her parents, her husbands, two grandsons (Chase and Caleb
Larson), six brothers, four sisters, and two step-sons, John and Fred Laughlin.
Left to cherish her memory are her daughters, Dorothy (Mike) Larson, Linda (Jim) Mason
of Iowa Falls, and Darla Stone of Tonganoxie Kansas; seven grandchildren, Jeff (Dameon)
Larson, Bryan Larson of Atlanta, Georgia, Jim (Kathy) Mason of Minneapolis, Stacy
Mason of Minneapolis, Lance and Linc Stone of Tonganoxie, Kansas, and Teri (Brett)
Brummer of Milo; 14 great grandkids, 3 great great granddaughters, sisters Shirley
(Brenton) Trabert, Donna Visser and Wanda Swayne; sister-in-law Donna Cowman;
stepchildren Linda (Larry) McKelvey, Des Moines, Barbara (Terry) Ray of Franklin,
Tennessee, Scott (Donna) Laughlin of Muskogee, Oklahoma, and several step
grandchildren and step great grandchildren.
Memorials may be given in Beulah's memory to Your Life Matters.

Events
MAR
12

Family Greeting 09:30AM - 11:00AM
First United Methodist Church
313 E. Montgomery, Knoxville, IA, US

MAR
12

Celebration of Life

11:00AM

First United Methodist Church
313 E. Montgomery, Knoxville, IA, US

Comments

“

What a lady she was! Her pies were the best!!!

Joan Joni Lounsbury Bailey - March 12 at 05:24 PM

“

As Buelah's son-in-law for over 55 years, I enjoyed kidding back and forth with her.
Later in life she developed dementia, a dreaded disease of the mind. But about a
year ago, I stopped by the nursing home at lunch time. She saw me approaching her
in the mirror. I noted her smile. As I stood next to her I said, "Your favorite son-in-law
is here". Without missing a beat, she causally turned her head and responded, "Are
you Mike"?, followed by the "gotcha" smile. Going to miss this great lady!

Jim Mason - March 12 at 05:20 PM

“

Phyllis Cooper Chambers lit a candle in memory of Beulah Caulkins Laughlin

Phyllis Cooper Chambers - March 12 at 10:27 AM

“

Carolan & Chuck Brooks lit a candle in memory of Beulah Caulkins Laughlin

Carolan & Chuck Brooks - March 11 at 09:05 PM

“

Thinking of the entire Caulkins and Laughlin families at this time. It is never easy when a
daughter loses her Mother. Our deepest sympathy. God Bless
Carolan - March 11 at 09:09 PM

“

When my son was a year old we would go to the cafe for breadfast and Beulah
would give Clint a spoon and let him bang the table with it, never ever telling him to
stop, left that up to me. Her and Lucky enjoyed children. God Bless Dorothy Brown

Dorothy Brown - March 11 at 06:45 PM

“

Kayla Davis lit a candle in memory of Beulah Caulkins Laughlin

Kayla Davis - March 11 at 01:17 AM

“

Beulah was one of the finest people that I have ever met. I loved her dearly and she
showed me that she loved me.
When she had the restaurant my dad would go there for coffee every day. Beulah would
always have him a peanut butter pie baked. Dad loved it! I loved going up there with him
and entering through the back kitchen door. The best food ever!
A few years after they retired I saw her somewhere and she asked what my mom's favorite
pie was. I told her that I had always thought it was coconut but that recently I found out it
was Sour Cream Raisin Pie and she hadn't had one in years.
Within 2 days she showed up at my work place with a large Sour Cream Raisin Pie and a
large Peanut Butter pie. One for each of them! They were so surprised and loved them.
Whenever we saw each other we would talk and talk as though no time had passed. I am
sorry that I didn't know where she was at these past years or I would have visited her.
Woulda, coulda, shoulda Beulah.
My heart goes out to her family. She was the best!
RIP dear friend.
Kayla - March 11 at 01:36 AM

“

Thank you, Kayla! Dorothy
dorothy - March 31 at 08:52 PM

“

Rodney And Sharon Dykstra lit a candle in memory of Beulah Caulkins Laughlin

Rodney and Sharon Dykstra - March 10 at 07:28 PM

“

Kathy Hickman lit a candle in memory of Beulah Caulkins Laughlin

Kathy Hickman - March 09 at 07:08 PM

